The portable
Farr 400, now

In production in
Dubaid, is billed as

Designed For the Times

New Boats by Dave Reed

A5 the one-design world turms, the latest grand-prix big-boat
offering comes as its predecessors enjoy their golden years.

ith the prohibitive

operating costs of big-

ger boats, many owners

and crews have turned

i sminller high-perfor-
mance designs of late to get thelr racing
fix while awaiting an attractive 40-foo
option, The impending arrival of the
first Farr 400 fates this spring could pad
an end o waiting game,

A design commissioned by Premier
Cormposites Technodogy in Dubai, the
Farr 400 is more akin to the box-rule
GPA2s that raced the MedCup crcuit in
Europe over the past two years than it
s its suggested predecessor, the Farr 40,
Whereas the Farr 40 is strictly a buoy
racer; designed sore 15 years ago, the
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400 will be pulled Into both busy and
distance racing duty

Current and past [Fare 0] owi-
ers have recognized that design trends
meoved on, and faster, mose excil
ing boats have come along.” says Bill
O'Malley, of Farr Yacht Sales. "They're
anxbous for something new,”

Faor somve of those owners, he adds,
the Melges 32, an excellent boat in its
o right, is too athletic and dinghy-
like; and the TP5325 too grand-prix and
expensive fo campaign, That's not to say
the Farr 40 s inexpensive for serions
tearms to campaign. A cost-reduction
effort s fundamental to the 400 it's
designed to be much more portable
than the 40, less reliant on vards and

the next big thing
2 in owhersdriver,
; grand-prix racing.
2
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Farr 400 Specs
| o 3E'g
Heam {max)] 1II'3°
Dkt o'g"
(86" wkeel up)
Cigplacement OI0S lbs.
Hallast 5432 |bs
Sa () LOBE/Z 530 s it
IRCTCC 1230

shore teams, and less costly to transport
betwesn events,

As a powered-up 9, 105-pound car
bon-compaosite biild, the 200 will leave
a Farr 40 in its wake, bat it will also be
more versatile, meeting ISAF Ofshore
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STRONGER THAN STEEL

i

5TE-12-76 Is the latest innavation in kgh performance
cofdage solufions from New England Ropes.

Featumes
Crpnemma SRS Fiber
ehy high lensile atrenglh
* Liia lpwy alongeation
* Trealed with eur Manno Tach Coating to imgroes oyerall
durmhbility, fiber fo- fiber absasion, and UV resisiance

Aird for even grealar sirength,
Intraducing the strongest; most
powartul rops n s class; STS-18-00,
winch s made of 100% Dyneema SE-60
(Fad

5TS 12-T5 and 5T5-12-80 are availabiz at lending
rigaers and marine shops noticmaids,
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Stacked and ready to move, the Farr 400's custom
cradie shows the boat in its keel-off configuration, The
rack accommodates the hull, kee| bulb, fin, boam. and
two-part carbon rig.

special Regulations [Category 2. The reverse sheer line pro-
vides interior valume and headroom (about 6 feel in the main
section). The class concept, as it5 evolving, says O'Malley, will
include coastal racing, o staple of European events of late,

| abong with windward-leeward racing. The hull has 2 narrow

prafile, a trait that plays to FYD's typical emphasis on upwind/
downwind performance, but the aft chine creates the aft plan-
Ing section desirable for downwind reaching.

The asymmetric deck layout bas a clean look; and borrows
meany systems developed on Farr-designed GP42a. Integral
tix the layout is the string-line spinnaker take-down system,

| and the twisted Lewmar pedestal grinder (not shown in the

renderings). The pedestal is unique on a 40-foot production
raceboat, (' Malley points out, not to mention helpful for
jibing the big asymmetric, s hugely beneficial for splanaker
haists and the ling-drive take down, a5 well

The take-diown setup Includes a carbon roller on the aft
face of the front hatch, and, when doused, the spinnaker is
pulled into a sock running the length of the interior on the
port side. The take-down line runs to a block on the transom,
then forward, and exits out of the cockpit window adjacent to
the primary winch. The grinder loads the line into the winchis
self-tailer and grinds the spinnaker in until it’s 90-percent in
the sock. The bowman collects the head, tack, and clew, and
chnses the hatch, The spinnaker launches right out of the sock.

Masthead kites will be flown off a retractable sprit, and hav-
ing the sprit on centerline required the forward hatch to be
offset to port, With this arrangement, the spinnaker sock has
a straight run for lefi-side takedowns, which is the preferred
miethod to avoid shrimping oversized kites.

The companiomway is also offset 1o port, and as a result, all
the pit controbs are 1o stackoard. This was also done to aceom-
meodate the lifting keel in its upright pesition, and to allow the
pliman to quickly get lines to the primary winch.

While it may seem limiting to commit the pit to one side,
O'Malley says they're happy with the set up and feels it's better
for the dunl-purpose natire of the beat, “You can eastly set
any halyard to-a winch.” he says, “Many times boats are set up
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only for windward/leeward racing and end up being terrible
selups for distance races.

Lower-cost porfability is an esential trait of the design, and
the 3897 LOA comes in under the magic 40-foot length for

easy travel. The Southern Spars carbon mast (fited with Ele-

ment Of composite rigging) isa two-part arrangemient. The
port dramatically, and when disassem
bled, the spars-ond boom ride oo the Aat-rack shipping cradle
AL just over 9,000 pounds and sitting shy of the 10-foot high

split rig stmplifies tran

mark, trailering the boat & well within the means of most tow
vehicles. O _".|_.|!||_'-:._ whos well versed on the hnances of Ty
grand-prix boats, says, for example, the cost of iransporting a
Farr 40 from Mewport, B.L to Fort Lauderdale, Fla., is roughly
£6.500 for trucking alone, one way, Add in vard fees at either
end, rig stepping, keel-joint fairing. shore crew salaries, and
days lost tosailing, and it all adds up. With the M, he says,
st of that goes away, by &8 much as two-thirds,

The custom cradle has three "mades™; high-mode with the
keel on, low-mode with the keel up; and a third mode with the
kel removed and the hull dhed at 80-degrees. The lifting keel
arrangement i intentionally simple: 4 post built into the inte
rlor of the boat swings over the keel head. A biock-and-tackle
i% ledd out the companionway, and led to the primary grinder.

||'||_"_r went with @ retractabie centerline -:.p"i:_ rather than
the fixed bowsprit commaon o custom raceboats of late for a
reason. A fixed sprit makes it a 46-foot boat and adds another
complication in removing it every time for transport,” savs
rMalley. “The centerline sprit takes that isswe away,”

The baat comes standard with a tiller, bot for teams with
oftshore aspirations, the twin-wheel set op would be the
way to go. The high-aspect keel s a solid casi-ron fin with
composite fairing. which, says O'Malley, should help controd
the one-design aspect, and allow fior eagier repalrs. The bulb
is removabde, and the kee fin can be extracted through the
companionway, of through the bottom of
ing the keel head

The class rules will be-modeled after those of the Farr 40
class [ownerfdriver ), and the boat will be raced by cight. Bet-
ter systems add up to requiring one less body, savs O Malley,
which ultimately saves the owner crew costs a8 well. Because
it's a relatively narrow, slab-sided boat, crew weight Bsn't s
peneficial as it would be with a flared-beam profle, but that
doesnt mean crews can be lounging on the rail

Whats the cost of admission? The :'_._:_|'|i|'|l_[ price is

the boat by remoy

$385,000, but by the time it gets to the racecourse with
electronics, sails, and shipping essentials, O'Malley puts the
figure at $525.000 to 5550000, If's an introductory price,
he adds, but they've been aiming all along to keep costs in
check by creating fewer structural parts, and by developing
parinerships with supptiers (i.e., Lewmar, Spinlock, Southern
Spars, Yolvo Pepta, etc,) to keep it all high-tech withowt pric
ing it bevond reason,

Class management will nob come through the Farr office,

bt wiill be an owner-driven strugture. O Malley says interesi
in the boat has been “overwhelming,” and Premier is keen o
first focus on Europe and the United States, from where most
o the initial interest has corne. As of Late February, six boats
were sold, and build dots were accounted for through 2011
with o projected one-boat-per-month cycle, 4
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